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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Kable House i s  a 2 - s to ry  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  s e t  on a r a i s e d  basement. 
The h i p  roof o r i g i n a l l y  had a be lvedere  which has s i n c e  been removed. 
The 1 - s t o r y  porch a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  has  s l e n d e r ,  square  chamfered columns 
on p e d e s t a l s .  The unusual  c a p i t a l s  a r e  a l s o  square ;  each of t h e  f o u r  
s i d e s  has a r a i s e d  pane l  w i t h  p e l l e t  molding above it. These c a p i t a l s  
suppor t  s l e n d e r  carved b r a c k e t s  under t h e  porch roo f .  Sawn millwork 
b a l u s t e r s  form t h e  r a i l i n g  around t h e  porch and up t h e  f r o n t  s t e p s .  

The f i r s t  f l o o r  has f i v e  bays symmetr ical ly  grouped w i t h  two windows 
on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  f r o n t  door. The f o u r  windows have segmental  a r c h  
openings w i t h  9/9 l i g h t s  and carved wooden l i n t e l s .  The f r o n t  door was 
a l t e r e d  i n  1917 t o  i n c l u d e  an  e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t .  The o r i g i n a l  door- 
way had a Gectangular  transom topped by a segmental  a r c h  l i n t e l ;  t h i s  
o r i g i n a l  f raming i?. s t i l l  v i s i b l e .  The g lass -pane l  f r o n t  door  i s  
f l a n k e d  by s i d e l i g h t s .  

I 
The second f l o o r  windows o r i g i n a l l y  echoed t h e  f i ve -bay  arrangement I of  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  w i t h  a double window i n  t h e  middle bay. A l l  openings 

i had segmental  a r c h e s  w i t h  r a d i a t i n g  vousso i r s .  These windows were 
1 a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  20 th  C. i n t o  a three-bay arrangement w i t h  l a r g e  t r i p l e  

9/9 windows r e p l a c i n g  t h e  two windows on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  middle bay. 
The b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  topped by a s l e e p i n g  porch on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  ' house i s  a l s o  a 20 th  C. a l t e r a t i o n ,  r e p l a c i n g  an  e a r l i e r  frame 1 - s t o r y  
s i d e  porch.  

Carved b r a c k e t s  w i t h  pendants  a l t e r n a t e  w i th  r a i s e d  b r i c k  pane l s  i n  
t h e  co rn i ce .  Brickwork throughout  t h e  house i s  5 courses  of s t r e t c h e r s  
w i t h  a Flemish bond a t  eve ry  6 t h  course .  There a r e  t h r e e  t a l l  chimneys 
deco ra t ed  w i t h  v e r t i c a l  b r i c k  p a n e l l i n g  and c o r b e l l e d  caps .  

The 1917 a l t e r a t i o n s  were designed by t h e  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  
of T. J. C o l l i n s  8 Son. The e x t e r i o r  changes inc luded  a new f r o n t  door ,  
t h e  e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t ,  t h e  second- f loor  windows and t h e  b r i c k  wing 
w i t h  s l e e p i n g  porch on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  house. I n t e r i o r  changes 
were mainly concerned w i t h  t h e  rearrangement of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  space t o  
accomodate modern iza t ions  such a s  bathrooms and a k i t c h e n .  

I n t e r i o r :  The most e x t e n s i v e  a l t e r a t i o n  of i n t e r i o r  space  was 
t h e  removal of t h e  w a l l  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  e n t r y  h a l l  from t h e  main p a r l o r .  
A p a n e l l e d  beam suppor ted  by f r e e - s t a n d i n g  f l u t e d  Tuscan columns took 
t h e  p l a c e  of t h e  w a l l .  The s t a i r c a s e  was a l t e r e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  curved 
p o r t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  s t e p s ;  Pane l l ed  wainsco t ing  was added i n  
t h e  h a l l ,  p a r l o r  and 'up t h e  s t a i r s .  'The o r i g i n a l  p a r l o r  mantel  was 
r ep l aced  by one of Co lon ia l  Reviva l  des ign  w i t h  semi-engaged f l u t e d  

( t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  1\1) 
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 able House, b u i l t  1873-74 f o r  John W. Alby, i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  
being t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  former  S t aun ton  M i l i t a r y  Academy which 
was r e c e n t l y  purchased by a d j a c e n t  Mary Baldwin Col lege.  ~ r c h i t e c - L u r a l l y ,  
i t  i s  one of t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  and e l a b o r a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e s  
l e f t  i n  S t aun ton  today.  

I n  1860 Capta in  William Hartman Kable founded t h e  Charlestown Male 
Academy, a  boys' school  i n  Charlestown, Virginia(now West ~ i r g i n i a )  . 
A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, when West V i rg in i a  became a  s e p a r a t e  s t a t e ,  Kable 
decided t o  move h i s  s choo l  back t o  V i r g i n i a .  I n  1883 he r e l o c a t e d  i n  

I Staunton  and purchased t h i s  house from Alby's t r u s t e e  a t  a  p u b l i c  
a u c t i o n  i n  1884. The school  was renamed , Staunton  Male Academy u n t i l  
it took on a  m i l i t a r y  format i n  1886, a t  which t ime i t  was renamed 
Staunton  M i l i t a r y  Academy. 

During t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  s choo l ,  Kable l i v e d  i n  t h e  house 
a long  w i t h  some s t u d e n t s  who used t h e  u p s t a i r s  a s  a  dormi tory .  Gradual ly ,  
a s  t h e  s choo l ' s  enro l lment  grew, two frame b u i l d i n g s  were added t o  t h e  
campus. ' A kame a d d i t i o n  c a l l e d  "The Wing lt and housing a  d i n i n g  h a l l  
and more l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  was a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house. 

I n  1900 due t o  h i s  advancing y e a r s ,  t h e  s choo l ' s  founder  t u rned  
over  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  SMA t o  h i s  son,  Col. William G. Kable, under 
whose guidance SMA1s r e p u t a t i o n  and a t t endance  grew s t e a d i l y .  

A g r e a t  f i r e  swept through t h e  SMA campus i n  1904, d e s t r o y i n g  a l l  
t h e  b u i l d i n g s  but  Kable House and 'The Wing." A l l  t h e  p r e s e n t  SMA 
b u i l d i n g s  except  Kable House postdate t h i s  f i r e .  I n  1913 "The Wing" 
was d i smant led  and a  new Mess H a l l ,  des igned by t h e  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
f i r m  of T .  J. C o l l i n s  8 Son, was e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  r e a r  of Kable House. 
I n  1917 Col l insss  f i r m  des igned  a  remodel l ing p l a n  f o r  Col. Kable l s  
house. Th i s  p l a n  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  r e o r g a n i ~ a t i o n  o f , t h e  i n t e r i o r  space 
t o  i n c l u d e  modern iza t ions  such a s  bathrooms, k i t c h e n ,  e t c . ,  bu t  a l s o  
f o r  some e x t e r i o r  changes. Kable House remained an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of 
t h e  s choo l  and was used f o r  classrooms and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s  i n  
more r e c e n t  y e a r s .  

S taunton  M i l i t a r y  Academy was t h e  f i r s t  school  i n  t h e  South t o  
r e c e i v e  an  "honor school"  r a t l n g  from t h e  War Department. Loca l ly ,  

( t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet:ill)  
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7 .  DESCRIPTION 

Tuscan columns suppor t ing  a n  e n t a b l a t u r e  undecorated except  f o r  d e n t i l  
b locks  under t h e  mantel  s h e l f .  An i d e n t i c a l  mantel i s  i n  t h e  south-  
e a s t  back room. The s ix -pane l  double pocket  doors were r e t a i n e d  a s  
were most of t h e  matching four-panel  doors  throughout t h e  house. An 
o r i g i n a l  mantel  remains i n  t h e  southwest  f r o n t  room. It f e a t u r e s  
r eces sed ,  round-headed pane l s  i n  t h e  suppor t s  f l a n k i n g  t h e  opening, 
a long e l l i p t i c a l ,  r e c e s s e d  pane l  i n  t h e  f r i e z e  f l anked  by two b racke t -  
l i k e  forms and a  curved mantel  s h e l f .  The o r i g i n a l  f l o o r i n g  has been 
covered by one of narrow oak p lanking .  

WF 

i t  has  c e r t a i n l y  been one of t h e  most prominent i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  
S t aun ton ' s  h i s t o r y  f o r  n e a r l y  a  cen tu ry .  SMA remained one of t h e  ' n a t i o n ' s  l e a d i n g  m i l i t a r y  p r e p a r a t o r y  schoo l s  u n t i l  i t  c l o s e d  i n  
1976 and was purchased by Mary Baldwin Col lege.  

WF 

9 .  'MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Staun ton  Tax and Deed Records. C i t y  Ha l l  - Off i ce  of t h e  Clerk  of 
C i r c u i t  Court ,  S t aun ton .  



F O , ~  NO 10-3uOa 
(Rev 10-741 

U N l T t D  STATES DEPt\RTMENTOFTFlE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF I-IXX'BRIC PIACES 
INVENTORY -- MOMIMA'IIOM FBXM 

RECEIVED 

Kable House, Staunton, Virginia 

CONTI N U A T I O N  SHEET #2 ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 1 

10. GEOC6EAMCAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Description - 310 Prospect S t ~ e e t  
Legal Description - City Engineer's Map X34.3, 1958. Block B, Parcel #1 

of Mary Baldvin College/Staunton Military Academy. 



P f i s t e r e r ,  Fred. "Future o f  G r e a t  M i l i t a r y  S c h o o l  S t i l l  Unce r ta in . "  
The S taun ton  L e a d e r ( A r e a  B i c e n t e n n i a l  E d i t i o n ) ,  July 2, 1976. 

"Records D i v u l g e  Schoo l ' s  H i s t o r y . "  Aususta H i s t o r i c a l  B u l l e t i n  13 
(Spr ing,  1977). 
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NATIONAL- STATE.' LOCAL - 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-6651.1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to  the 
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